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This is not simply reflected in
the various differences among
the world’s major religions, but
even the various denominations
or sects within those religions.
Wherever there is truth, there is
light and liberty.  Where there is
deception, there is darkness,
oppression, and perversion. 

We have seen this throughout
the history of the United States
as well. Sadly, too much of our
history—especially concerning
our strong Judeo-Christian
roots—has been lost, distorted,
and obscured.  One of the great-
est movements in America
today is the renewed study of
our true history, as opposed to
the humanist propaganda that
has been taught in too many
secular schools and universities
during the past 50 years.  Much
of this interest springs from a
deeper hunger for genuine spiri-
tual revival in the nation that
changes hearts, minds, and
behaviors, and ultimately
affects the entire culture. 

As we go back to original
documents and sources, and
verifiable direct statements by
our founders and earliest histo-
rians, we learn so much more
about the actual philosophies,
intents, and actions surround-
ing the founding of our nation.
It is akin to a very thorough
and painstaking cleansing of a
soot-covered masterpiece
painting, where it is restored to
its original glory.  

In American history, there
were two major revivals that

dramatically shifted the direction
of the entire nation:  the Great
Awakening in the mid-1700s,
which produced the American
Revolution; and the Second
Great Awakening in the mid-
1800s, which produced the
Abolitionist Movement.  In his
definitive book, Democracy in
America (1835), the eminent
historian Alexis de Tocqueville
of France wrote:

The Americans combine the
notions of Christianity and of lib-
erty so intimately in their minds,
that it is impossible to make
them conceive the one without
the other; and with them this
conviction does not spring from
that barren traditionary faith
which seems to vegetate in the
soul rather than to live. 

There are certain populations
in Europe whose unbelief is only
equaled by their ignorance and

their debasement, while in
America one of the freest and
most enlightened nations in the
world fulfills all the outward
duties of religion with fervor. 

Upon my arrival in the United
States, the religious aspect of
the country was the first thing
that struck my attention; and the
longer I stayed there, the more
did I perceive the great political
consequences resulting from
this state of things, to which I
was unaccustomed. In France I
had almost always seen the spir-
it of religion and the spirit of
freedom pursuing courses dia-
metrically opposed to each
other; but in America I found
that they were intimately united,
and that they reigned in com-
mon over the same country. 1

What would de Tocqueville
find if he returned to America
today?  Despite our current cul-

tural corruption—or perhaps
because of it—increasing
numbers of Christians in
America are praying 
fervently according to 2
Chronicles 7:14:  “If My peo-
ple who are called by My
name will humble themselves,
and pray and seek My face,
and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will forgive their
sin and heal their land.”

Could it be that as difficulty
drives many people to seek the
Lord that He might once again
have mercy on our nation?  Are
we in the beginning of another
Great Awakening?  We pray, not
for a theocracy, but that Christ’s
Kingdom of righteousness,
peace, and joy might come, on
earth, as it is in heaven.  May
God continue to stir His people
to pray, study His Word, and
may He raise up righteous lead-
ers in every sphere of influence,
so that our entire culture is
changed for His glory!

1 Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in
America, (New York: A. S. Barnes & Co., 1851),
p. 335-337. 

121

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of
One-to-One and Senior Pastor of
Covenant Church of Mobile. He is also
available for ministry in your city. For
more information, contact Betty Duke:
bettydukecsm@aol.com  / (251) 633-7900.
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Talk to us and the CSM
Community online, and get
the latest news! www.csm-
publishing.org/discuss

I HAVE OFTEN HEARD MY FATHER TEACH THAT “THEOLOGY PRODUCES CULTURE,”
and it has been amply demonstrated throughout history, both ancient and modern, across
the globe. The beliefs and perspectives of a people concerning God and His creation, or
basic morality, shape their culture in every way, including forms of government, laws, 
economic systems, civil liberties, and even entertainment and arts.  

NEXT
GREAT AWAKENING

HOW HUNGER FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
IS BIRTHING A NEW REVOLUTION

By Stephen Simpson

THE
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How to Discern
Between Reality
and Lies 
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Satan began this process in the very beginning with
Adam and Eve, when he asked, “Did God say that?  He
really didn’t mean that if you ate the fruit of the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil that you would die! You will
not surely die.”  But God did say it, and He meant it.  Yet
they ate the fruit, and they died.  People have died ever
since.  God says what He means and means what He says.

The enemy is too savvy to bluntly say, “God lied.”
He just plants doubt and revises the truth into a lie.  His
method has not changed, and sadly, it still
works too often with too many people.

REVISED VERSION
I remember my dismay when the

Revised Standard Version of the Bible first
appeared and translated Isaiah 7:14 this
way: “the young woman is with child”
instead of “a virgin shall conceive”. One of
my seminary professors was on the commit-
tee that produced the RSV.  After its com-
pletion, he rejected it because they consis-
tently chose the weaker meaning throughout
many Scripture translations. I admired his
stand.  Slight revisions can alter the true meaning.

Some believe the Bible is God’s Word to us, inspired
by the Holy Spirit. Others believe the Bible “contains”

God’s Word to us. The latter position leaves us to decide
what is and what is not the Word of God…the “pick and
choose” version.  Those who take that position often
take a similar position with other subjects, even science

or math. “The truth is relative, whatever you want it to
be.”  That approach is often used in textbooks or press
releases. Misleading has become a science itself.

“Adjusting” the facts in order to make them more
palatable and bring about a different result is a dangerous
activity.  It is putting nice clothes on a naked truth. It is
the “fig leaf” that the disobedient use to hide embarrass-
ment. It brings death.

Revelation 12:9 calls Satan the “Deceiver of the whole
world.” There is a very large audience for
his insidious work, and he has many willing
accomplices.  He does not work alone.  And
the idea that “smart people” are not subject
to propaganda is itself a deception, as we
shall see.

DIETRICH
BONHOEFFER

I have recently read Eric Metaxas’ book,
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy.
It is a well-written and well-documented

work.  Metaxas portrays Bonhoeffer as a deeply
committed follower of Jesus, all the way to martyrdom, at
the very end of World War II. What I found amazing is
how Adolph Hitler and the Nazis manipulated the intel-
lectual community and religious leaders of Germany to

accept his Satanic agenda. He cloaked himself in patriotism
and German history to ultimately murder millions and bring
about the death and destruction of hundreds of thousands
more in the war. Hitler often used Christian terminology to

O N E - T O - O N E 5A U T U M N  2 0 1 0

WWHEN DOES TWISTING THE TRUTH PRODUCE
a lie? Someone said, “A half-truth is a whole lie.” The enemy of
our soul hates the truth, and from the beginning has sought to
revise it into a lie palatable to the naive.

Hitler and the Nazis manipulated the 
intellectual community and religious leaders 

of Germany to accept his Satanic agenda.
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deceive. The devil seldom comes to
us naked.

Hitler also fooled heads of state,
like British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain. After reaching a sup-
posed deal with Hitler, he said, “I
believe it is peace for our time…

And now I recommend you go
home and sleep quietly in your
beds.” Less than one year later,
England and the world were
plunged into World War II by
Hitler’s continued aggression.
Political power and human intelli-
gence are no match for the “deceiver
of the whole world”.  We may believe
that Hitler is gone and Germany was
an exception, so the danger has

passed; thinking this way would be a
tragic error.  Revisionism is alive and
well in America.

GEORGE
WASHINGTON

I recently read another book,
George Washington’s Sacred Fire
by Peter Lillback. Lillback’s research
is overwhelming with more than two
hundred pages of footnotes and docu-
ments. Washington has been falsely
portrayed as a Deist in modern text-
books. Deism describes God as
impersonal and uninvolved in the
affairs of men.
Lillback proves
beyond a doubt
that Washington’s
faith was orthodox
Christian and
deeply held.  
Washington’s faith
was the foundation for his courage,
character, and devotion. His motto
was, “Deeds, not words.” He was
both humble and private.  

I concluded the book with a view

of Washington that was even higher
than before, believing not only in his
personal faith, but that he was a gift
to us from God. He and the other
founders clearly believed that the
hand of God was with them, and I do
as well. Otherwise, our independence
would have been impossible.  This
book underscores “American
Exceptionalism”, our uniqueness in

human history.
So why revise the history that was

so long accepted by those who wit-
nessed it? The answer should be
obvious. The reason was to remove us
from our spiritual foundations and put
future generations on a different path.
It has worked so far.

Revisionists have not only robbed
Washington; they have robbed us all
and robbed our children of the values
that made this nation a shining city on
a hill, a beacon of liberty to all people
everywhere.

As the 20th century dawned, the
revisionists went to work spinning our
history, our Constitution, and our the-
ology in ways similar to the same
processes that led to Germany’s
downfall.  By calling our foundations
into question, they cause generations
to question our values and purpose.
“But does it really mean that?” is the
same old question.  A wrong answer
leads to death.  When truth becomes
“whatever you want it to be,” there is
no North or South Pole, just vertigo.
“Spinning” is the correct word.

RELIGION
Those of us who love God are not

exempt from this insidious process. We
too have been subject to revised ver-
sions. The termites are into the foun-
dation: the timbers are “honey-
combed” with doubts and deletions of
biblical Gospel. “Did God really say
that?” has destroyed entire denomina-
tions. Long ago, schools of theology
and universities became riddled with
unbelief still cloaked in religious
terms…“the taxidermy method.”

The Reformers from the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries were
focused on Christ; severe on sin;
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Contrary to revisionist history, GEORGE
Washington’s faith was the foundation for
his courage, character, and devotion. His
motto was, “Deeds, not words.”

Painting courtesy of Ken Corbett
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insistent on repentance; proclaimers
of holiness and devotion; and practi-
tioners of serious prayer. They were
spiritual Paul Reveres warning of
judgment, and they were passionate
evangelists. They preached the truth
to their own hurt, and they believed
their own creeds.

So what happened? The desire to
be accepted overcame the desire to be
truthful. They sawed off the very limb
on which they perched.  More “user-
friendly” words were found to revise

harsh biblical language. The Cross, the
blood of Jesus, repentance, judgment,
hell, covenant, and a host of others were
replaced with cheap grace without
repentance and self-help without new
birth.  The Holy Spirit became a “lack-
ey” and “tolerance” replaced love. The
Church became a supermarket.

Of course theology was not the
only thing that got emptied; the
churches were as well. “Old time
churches” went up for sale like their
European counterparts that they love
to emulate. And again, like Europe,
mosques continue to spring up like
weeds in the flower beds, while
dying churches debate homosexuals
in the pulpit.

In the name of tolerance, the
intolerant are tolerated, while those
who invented real tolerance are not
tolerated, but are called bigots or
homophobes. The truly intolerant are

protected. How deceived and twisted
is that? In some Western communi-
ties, you can’t even criticize Islam; it
is labeled “hate speech”, though noth-
ing is more intolerant than an Islamic
majority.  But it is quite okay to criti-
cize Christians.  Go figure.  

Of course, hatred and fear are
not answers. Did someone say,
“Love your enemies”? I believe so.
But we do need discernment. The
right words are no guarantee for the
truth. The enemy will nearly always

use the right words.  Discernment
once lost is not easily regained.
Read Malachi chapters 3 and 4.
Germany regained discernment by
fire.  The cure is extremely painful.

Perhaps the most influential per-
son in the last 150 years has been
Friedrich Nietzsche,
the nihilist cynic,
the “God is dead”
philosopher.
Metaxas calls
Nietzsche, “Hitler’s
John the Baptist.”
Skepticism and doubt are forerun-
ners of hell on earth.  Martin
Bormann, a high Nazi official, stat-
ed that Christianity and National
Socialism are incompatible. But the
National Socialists did not mount a
frontal assault on Christianity. They
revised it and adjusted it, until it
became something else entirely.  

The hell they ceased to believe in
became an earthly reality.  After
Hitler shot himself, his body was lit-
erally consumed by flames. 

HELL
Before I elaborate on Hell, let me

confess my own neglect of the topic.
I have always believed in existence,
but too often failed to discuss it.
Failure to address it has a similar
result to denying it.  But the Bible
does address it.

In seminary, I had a professor
who rejected the idea of hell.
Though I disagreed, I said little.  I do
know that sometimes hell refers to
“the place of the dead” or place of
“retribution.” Hell and destruction
often appear together in the
Scriptures. In Matthew 5:22, Jesus
adds the word “fire” to hell.  In the
story of the rich man and Lazarus,
hell is described as a place of torment
with no exit.  In the book of
Revelation, we are told that Jesus
holds the keys to death and hell and
that hell is a “lake of fire”.

The revisionists hate the truth of
hell and vehemently attack these ref-
erences from all sides. What they
really hate is the natural and spiritual
law of accountability. They seek the
removal of the fear of God and eternal
accountability, to trivialize moral law;

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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REVISIONISTS seek the removal of the fear of
God AND eternal accountability, to trivialize
moral law; to remove evangelism, missions, and
the Ten Commandments.
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Canada
KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr. 
Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y0
David Thompson, Pastor
Ph: (613) 384-1034
E: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama
COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. 
Mobile, AL 36695 
Stephen Simpson, Pastor
Ph: (251) 639-9020
www.covenantmobile.com

FAITH COVENANT CHURCH 
9908 Hwy 64, 
Daphne, AL, 36526
Contact: Gary Browning 
Ph: (251) 621-6633 

California
SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
Ph: (949) 770-0291 
E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors;  Ph: (619) 442-7728 
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Kevin White, Pastor 
Ph: (860) 456-2522 
E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
www. geocities.com/alccwilli

STANLEY MEMORIAL
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
639 East St. 
New Britain, CT 06051
Ronald F. Brackett, Pastor
Ph: (860) 229-2083 

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
122 Colman St.
New London, CT 06320  
Samuel Spatafore, Pastor
Ph: (860) 447-3757 
www.tolcf.org

Florida
GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd.
Jacksonville, FL, 32223 
Graeme Coad, Pastor 
Ph: (904) 288-8808 
E: grace@gracechapeljax.com
www.gracechapeljax.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd. 
Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor
Ph: (850) 863-1323
E: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com 
www.ccfwb.com

Georgia
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1286, 
Suwanee, GA 30024 
John Duke, Jr., Pastor
Ph: (678) 442-0401  

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH
1105 W 2nd Ave.
Albany, GA 31707-3803 
Morris Gurr, Pastor
Ph: (229) 883-4334 
E:info@christiancovenantchurch.com
www.christiancovenantchurch.com

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.
Savannah, GA 31410 
Douglas Patterson, Pastor 
Ph: (912) 897-6630  
E: douglas_patterson@att.net
www.islandscommunitychurch.com

Illinois
SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP & 
RESTORATION MINISTRIES
16350 State St.
South Holland, IL 60473 
Dr. John Sullivan 
Ph: (708) 331-1234
E: jfsdds1@aol.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH 
2 S 361 Glen Park Rd., 
Lombard, IL 60148
Ph: (630) 627-7202  
John Cross, Pastor
E-mail: Admin@folc.net 
www.folc.net

Iowa
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr. 
P.O. Box 347 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 
Ph: (563) 332-9154
Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky
NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek Rd. 
Louisville, KY, 40241
Tim Parish, Pastor
(502) 426-3132 
E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH
306 Skylark Dr.
Winchester, KY 40391  
Stephen Humble, Pastor
Ph: (859) 771-7138 
E: stephenhumble@bellsouth.net 

Louisiana
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H
Oberlin, LA 70655
William Currie, Pastor
Ph: (318) 448-3103  
El: wandtfam@suddenlink.net
www.housechurchesofLA.org

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117 Lake Tyler Dr.
Pineville, LA 71360
Steve Hebert, Elder
Ph: (337) 367-5879

Maryland
NEW HERITAGE CHURCH
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Randy Reinhardt & 
Fred Lessans, Pastors 
Ph: (410) 313-9660 
E: newheritagechurch@verizon.net
www.new-heritage.org

Massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave., 
Arlington, MA 02474 
Brian Emmet, Pastor 
Ph: (781) 646-9027
E: bemmet@covmin.org  
www.covmin.org

Michigan
ASSYRIAN MINISTRY
200 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093
John Booko, Director 
Ph: (616) 279-2672  
E: revbooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3433 South Lincoln Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
Ph: (989) 773-1800
E: charann@cmsinter.net
www.gocmcc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy 
Lansing, MI, 48917  
Fred McGlone, Pastor 
E: fbmcglone@comcast.net
Ph: (517) 323-8180 
www.ncccweb.org

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
4739 Wah Wah Soo
Gaylord, MI, 49735 
Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
Ph: (989) 450-5427  
E: Jeff@bennethums.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI, 48912  
Malcolm Magee, Pastor  
Ph: (517) 485-5483
E: office@libertycc.net  
www.libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN
7700 W Blue Rd.
Lake City, MI 49651 
Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple, Elders 
Ph: (231) 839-2244  
E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net
www.clifechurch.net

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI, 48306 
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  
Ph: (248) 651-6785 
E: lorensiffring@me.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE
7400 Stow Rd.
Fowlerville, MI 48836 
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3443 
E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
Ron Vestrand, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
www.agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
E: wmmichell@verizon.net

CSM’S CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES PROGRAM: P.O. Box 850067 • Mobile, AL 36685-0067 • (888) 811-2CSM • W W W.C S M P U B L I S H I N G .O R G  

FIND A CHURCH!
CSM’S DIRECTORY 
OF CONTRIBUTING 
MINISTRIES 
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Mississippi
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 107
McComb, MS 39648 
Michael T. McCarty, Pastor 
Ph: (601) 249-4854 
E: mmccartysr@pobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-0593 
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 
Bill Murphy, Pastor
Ph: (662) 323-4555 
E: ncc@bellsouth.net
www.newcovenantchurch.net

WORSHIP CENTER 
4502 Shortcut Rd.
Moss Point, MS 39581
Benjamin Wood, Pastor
Ph: (228) 762-7228 
E: wcbenjamin@yahoo.com

Missouri
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
Ph: (314) 963-1278 
E: secretary@ctkchurch.net
www.ctkchurch.net

REIGN OF GRACE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1863
Washington, MO  63090-8863
Michael Ayers, Pastor  
Ph: (636) 390-9920
www.reignofgracechurch.org

Montana
MARANATHA CENTER  
P.O. Box 66, Opheim, MT 59250 
Herb Sand, Pastor
Ph: (406) 725-3293 

New Jersey
LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH
355 Joline Ave.
Long Branch, NJ 07740  
Tony Moss, Pastor 
Ph: (732) 870-2028 
E: Lbcovenant@comcast.net
www.lbcovenant.org

New York
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
117/125 Main St.
Farmingdale, NY, 11735  
John Quince, Pastor 
Ph: (516) 293-1838  
E: fccelders@aol.com
www.farmingdalechristianchurch.org

North Carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 3178
Shelby, NC 28151
Harry J. Gregory, Sr., Sr. Elder-Apostle
Ph: (704) 481-0990 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor  
Ph: (828) 396-7690 
E: cfs@conninc.com

COVENANT CHURCH INTERNATIONAL
12621 Strickland Rd. 
Raleigh, NC 27613
Jim Sink, Sr., Pastor
Ph: (919) 846-8742
www.ccifamily.org

Ohio
COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd.
Newton Falls, OH 44444
Dane Price, Pastor  
Ph: (330) 872-7060 
E: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Ste. 214 
Columbus, OH 43240-2037
Michael Cook, Pastor 
Ph: (614) 554-9017
E: information@sowers.us
www.sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148
Dennis Coll, Pastor
Ph: (740) 862-6443  
E: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203 
John Akins & Joe Schoblocher, Pastors 
Ph: (330) 825-9603 

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES
1213 Taplin Ave. 
Akron, OH 44319 
John Akins, President
Ph: (330) 825-9603 

Oklahoma
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 
P.O. Box 2661
Ada, OK 74820
Ph: (580) 332-0325
George Carson, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah
Oklahoma City, OK  73112 
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor 
Ph: (405) 943-5939 
E: bjcunkle@aol.com
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Pennsylvania
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
110 Hays Rd.
Upper St. Clair PA 15241
Rick Wiater, Pastor
Ph: (724) 941-9418
E: rweph210@gmail.com
www.goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

COVENANT CHURCH EAST 
623 Highland Ave.
Greensburg,  PA 15601
Jim Newsom, Pastor
Ph: (724) 838-7611 
E: covenanteast@verizon.net
www.covenanteast.org

OUTWARD FOCUSED 
114 Carson St.
Monroeville, PA 15146
Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (502) 426-0685 
E: nuke035878@att.net
www.outwardfocused.org

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor 
Ph: (615) 754-7035 
www.alcmtjuliet.com

Texas
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX  77095 
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  
Ph: (281) 463-6600 
E: ccc@christcov.net
www.christcov.net

BOY WITH A BALL
P.O. Box 14387
San Antonio, TX 78214-4387
Ph: (210) 858-1580
www.boywithaball.com

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO
6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX  77041 
Manuel Montez, Pastor
Ph: (281) 859-0191 

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 291130
Kerrville, TX 78029 
Rene Brown, Director
Ph: (817) 444-6475 

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd. #84-102  
Laredo, TX 78041 
Terry Everroad, President 
Ph: (715) 635-7824  
E: terry@everroad.com

Virginia
HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
5 Serene Ct.
Stafford, VA 22556
Jim McNally, Pastor
Ph: (540) 286-1560
E: harvestjim@aol.com
www.harveststafford.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct.
Stafford, VA 22556 
Jim McNally, Pastor 
Ph: (540) 286-1560 
El: harvestjim@aol.com
www.becomingsons.com

YADA 
c/o Bradley Stuart
6 Serene Ct. 
Stafford, VA 22556
Ph: (540) 318-5752
E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
www.yadainternational.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 Reston Pkwy. 
Reston, VA, 20194 
John Moyle, Pastor
Ph: (703) 437-4900  
E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
www.oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
8910 E. Pocahontas Trail
Willamsburg, VA  23187
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 565-0801 
E: patmc@tni.net

Washington
IMPACT CHURCH
233 St. Helens #201
Tacoma, WA 98402
Meets at The Hub Annex
Contact: Gregory Mira
Ph: (916) 474-4985

Would you like your ministry or
church listed here? Please 
contact us at (888) 811-2276 
for more information.

O N E - T O - O N E 9
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Releasing the Power of Forgiveness in Your Home
B Y  S T E P H E N  S I M P S O N[

Horsie?Your
How’so
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WHEN OUR DAUGHTER, GRACIE, WAS
around three years old, I heard my Dad talking about
how John and Charles Wesley learned to pray “The Lord’s
Prayer” as soon as they could talk.  Their mother, Susanna,
was very devout, and wanted to instill a love and reverence
for God in her children at the earliest possible age.

This story made a great impression on my wife,
Susanne, and on me.  So, we began immediately to teach
Gracie the Lord’s prayer, and we did so through the song
version.  She took to it like a duck to water, and very
soon, our evenings were filled with Gracie’s robust and
enthusiastic—and, quite sincere—singing of “The
Lord’s Prayer”.  

There were a few bits that had to be clarified, of
course. For instance, she would sing, “And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our dead horsies!”
Being a horse lover, she sang that line with
great empathy.  So, we worked with her to
understand the meanings of “debt” and “debtor,”
particularly with
regard to our relation-
ship with God, and
we were tremendous-
ly grateful when she
received Jesus as her
Lord and Savior at a
young age.

Sometimes, I
think about those times, always with happy memories.
And I have thought about those “dead horsies”, and the
subject of forgiveness.   Few lessons are more important to
teach our children than the grace of forgiveness—the abil-
ity to release any bitterness or hurts into God’s hands.
You’ve heard the phrase: “Beating a dead horse.”  Maybe
it’s time for some of us to “forgive our dead horsies”.

poison control
I’ve heard our friend Gary Henley describe unfor-

giveness as being “like drinking poison and expecting
the other person to die.” So often, we go to tremendous
lengths to keep our kids safe from toxins that exist in
household cleaners, in lead paint, in the atmosphere, or
even the toxins that can be found on television, the inter-
net, or video games. Yet, too many parents allow the poi-
son of bitterness to flow out of their own hearts and
throughout their homes, scorching and scarring the
hearts of their own children.

It’s one thing to tell our children, “You should for-
give those who have wronged you.”  It’s quite another to

actually model that forgiveness.  And as writer Robert
Fulgham so famously said, “Don’t worry that children
never listen to you; worry that they are always watching
you.” Platitudes are nice, but it’s the living example that
they see from you that will stick with them. Beyond that,
there is the principal of impartation:  if we say “peace”,
but have war in our hearts, what our kids will receive is
“war”.  The spirit behind the word is far more contagious
than the word itself. 

freely you have received
So, before we can instruct our children on the bless-

ings of forgiveness, perhaps we need to be refreshed in
this freedom ourselves. Author Don Basham once
described unforgiveness as being like a giant sack that

we carry around on our backs, where we collect and
store all of our little hurts—real or perceived—

until the sack becomes unbearably heavy.
Sometimes, we unload all of our hurts from the

past on some poor
unfortunate soul who
happens to be in the
wrong place at the
wrong time! 

Perhaps sharing
forgiveness really
starts with receiving
forgiveness. If you

are in Christ Jesus, you are forgiven—your sins and fail-
ures are covered by His sacrifice on the Cross.  Most of
us know this intellectually or theologically, but some-
times we have a hard time believing it could really be so,
or that it could be so for us.  Other times, we believe we
are forgiven, but we forget the command of Jesus:
“Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).
This is true not only of physical healing, but of forgive-
ness and any other gift we have received from God.  

In the prayer that Jesus taught His disciples, He told
them to seek God’s forgiveness according to the way that
they forgave others (see Matthew 6 and Luke 11).
Sobering, isn’t it? How often do we desire mercy for our-
selves and judgment upon those who have wronged us?
It doesn’t work that way! 

The Good News is this:  having received the grace and
forgiveness of God for our own sins, how can we not extend
the same to others?  In fact, I would submit that this very
grace from God to us carries within it the power and even
desire to share it with others!  And how much more should
we desire this grace, knowing that our children will be the

A U T U M N  2 0 1 0
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she would sing,
“And forgive us our debts as
we forgive our dead horsies!”
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Ronald Gray is
an evangelist,
mission leader,
musician, and the
author of Enter

to Worship, Exit to Serve.
Ron brings an infectious
exhortation to audiences and
individuals worldwide. He is a
man of word and action who
has a unique ability to tran-
scend arenas. Recently we
were able to catch up with
each other and he shared
about the new opportunity.

1-2-1: What is the “opportu-
nity” of Opportunity, Inc.
and how did this come
about?

RG: Opportunity, Inc. was
birthed from several
visions. Quoting from a

planning session, we see
two great challenges that
become the opportunity for
Opportunity, Inc to address:
Many Christian people today
believe they cannot do secu-
lar work for God. To do spiri-
tual work, they must be sep-
arated from the secular
although  most ministries are
sustained by  secular people. 

A big part of the world
lives in the prison of poverty.
We desire to show that the
ways of Jesus  Christ  move
people  from poverty  to a
more abundant lifestyle. This
message brought through
the Kingdom news of wealth
coming from transformed
business people will impact
the most difficult ideologies
such as Islam, communist
China, and the  other nations

living in religious bondage.
We believe that by mobi-

lizing and facilitating
Kingdom business people
with experience, abilities,
and desire to teach, train, or
mentor other business peo-
ple, we can have a direct

effect on the development of
godly business people.

During the last eight
years, I was traveling to
Poland and working with
several churches. We began
with training leaders in the

church, but discovered there
was a great hunger from
business people on how to
affect their businesses with
Kingdom principles and life. 

We started taking lead-
ers from the business com-
munity to Poland, sharing in
an environment that was not
just from a Christian per-
spective. The response has
been tremendous. People
have expressed that our
teachings were actually bet-
ter than seminars that they
had paid for. There have
been men and women who
have implemented the prin-
ciples they have learned and
have seen significant results
in their lives, their business-
es, and their communities.

Business people have
become the forgotten people

Milton Berle once said, “If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.” Opportunities and fresh perspectives tend to coincide. More than

fresh perspectives, however, we need a glimpse from the eternal. Opportunity, Inc. is a portal between the church wall, the market wall,

and beyond.  It is a new venture led by Ronald Gray and a team that champions the collision of transcendent principles, professions, and

mission. It may sound messy, but since you’ve already cracked the door…

SPOTLIGHT OPPORTUNITY, INC

An Interview with 
Founder, Ronald Gray
by JONATHAN SIMPSON
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of the church.  The church
has ministries to men,
women, children, and
youth, but not many have
an ongoing, viable ministry
to business people, nor
from business people. God
wants all believers involved
in ministry.

We need to equip busi-
ness people who have
access to the masses eight
or more hours every day and
bring them to a higher level
to demonstrate Christ and
impact their communities.
Opportunity, Inc. intends to
do this by providing teaching
seminars for local churches
which will allow both the
church and business net-
works to reach the business
community with Kingdom
principles for success. 

Out of these successes,
we plan to organize trips to
various countries, where we
share biblical values and
principles that can help peo-
ple from every walk of life.
We are already in Poland,
Kenya, and France, and soon
we will be in Costa Rica. We
will connect relationally
through missionaries and
indigenous leaders who
already utilize businesses in
their cities. Through sharing
compelling ideas, we can
open doors of ministry that
would otherwise never be
opened while utilizing the
well-developed skills of spir-
itual business people who
seek a place for ministry. 

Our website,
www.Opportunity-Inc.net, is
developing a number of
articles that we hope will
trigger creativity and bring
about the desire to network.
We offer membership that
allows people to access a
forum through which they

can share these ideas with
other people of like mind
and heart. In the 1970s,
there was a group known as
Full Gospel Business Men’s
Fellowship. Their primary
purpose was to give testi-
monies and help people
understand the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit. They were
able to achieve that pur-
pose, but there were also
many business deals struck
at these meetings; when
business people get togeth-
er, there is a definite syner-
gy that is creative. 

We hope the forum will
allow people to grow
together and merge ideas
and inventions into some-
thing that will produce
wealth. We hope to genuine-
ly equip people with a sense
of their God-given purpose
and to help them use
Kingdom principles in ways
that create wealth, and, at
the same time, create ques-
tions and opportunities for
them to share their faith.
We also want to impart
ideas that will help them to
grow their business both
financially and spiritually. 

1-2-1: What are some of the
values Opportunity Inc. is
imparting, and what vehi-
cles are being used in
doing so? 

RG: Our goal is to teach that
there is no difference
between the sacred and

secular. These are man-
made divisions. The Bible
teaches that the earth is the
Lord’s and everything in it
(see Psalm 24:1). God is
working in the entire world.
Some think that the work-
place is carnal because of
money and business. Some
also believe that profits are
not of God. The tendency
has been for the Church to
avoid that area and concen-
trate on “spiritual” areas.
The fact is, the workplace is
where believers need to be
ministering.  Miracles took
place in the streets, homes,
and in the city throughout
the Bible. For too long, the
Church has preached “come
out” while God is saying “go
in”.  When the Hebrews
were taken captive in
Jeremiah 29, they were
brought into a culture that
was anti-God. God told them
to stay there, build houses,
and have children and
grandchildren, and increase
in the place He had sent

them. His goal was for them
to change their environment
and change it for genera-
tions. We hope to do that by
once again sounding the
trumpet for Kingdom values.
The values we speak about
are integrity, fidelity,
dependability, faithfulness,
excellence, and stewardship,
coupled with pragmatic
business tools such as man-
agement, efficiency, and
people skills. We want peo-

ple to know there is still a
place for accountability,
respect, and servant leader-
ship in business. 

In past years major cor-
porations were looking for
skill sets. They have found
out that they can teach skill
sets, but cannot teach char-
acter. Today these major
businesses are looking for
people who have proven
character traits. We have
teachers who have been in
the workplace for many
years and many have been
in executive positions. We
intend to share that
Kingdom values will
increase productivity and
blessings that cannot be
found elsewhere. Authority
is a major issue that people
need to know has been set
into their lives to establish
boundaries for behavior and
order to every area of life. 

We also hope that this is
a catalyst to start
Opportunity, Inc. branches
within cities to build fellow-
ship and trust among busi-
ness people. Fear is a tool of
the enemy that keeps us
from one another and the
blessings that come when
we gather together in unity.
And this unity is not only on
Sunday mornings, but
throughout the week.

1-2-1: What are the hurdles
for Opportunity, Inc. as it
presents this message
across many cultures?

RG: There is an inherent
nature within people of
every culture to want to do
things their own way. Self-
centeredness is found in
every country and every cul-
ture. The tendency to want
to do things the way they
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have always been done
is prevalent. One of the
great challenges of our
teaching is to not think
that the Western way is
the best. The truth is
that many things in our
own culture have caused
more problems than
they have fixed. We must
endeavor to share that
the culture of Christ’s
Kingdom is what is
important. It is not
American, African, Latin,
Asian, or European ideas
that are important, but
ideas that come from
God and have been writ-
ten clearly in His Word
and ministered by His
Spirit. We must be able
to identify our own
areas of limited under-
standing and seek to
hear what God would
say in the midst of every
culture and situation
with an overall objective
of bringing glory to God.

1-2-1: So you’re intruding
on some paradigms?

RG: A major challenge we
face throughout the
world is overcoming the
view of the separations
of clergy and laity. It
appears that many peo-
ple feel that the only
ones called by God are
those standing behind a
pulpit. God has sent all
of us into the world! We
must also overcome the
idea that the church is
designed primarily to
operate inside a building
on Sunday mornings. We
must change people’s
perspectives that
Christians in the market-

place only exist to make
money to fund the vision
of those behind the pulpit.

There constantly
seems to be warfare in
this area to help people
know and understand
that they are called to
their vocation as a min-
istry unto God. I have
traveled in more than
40 countries and find
this to be something
that has been propagat-
ed in every form and
fashion. If the Church is
to be the effective
instrument in the world
that God has called us
to, we must move into
every arena God opens
to us.

1-2-1: What do you
believe God is saying in
the Marketplace? 

RG: Over the last several
years, I have seen peo-
ple move into a new
dimension of calling.
They are becoming cre-
ative and inspired to do
things they thought
were impossible before.
Oz Hillman wrote a book
titled, The Nine to Five
Window. For years, the
Church has been reach-
ing into the 10/40 win-
dow. While I believe that
is still needed, the fact is
that if the Church also
transforms business, we
will be able to reach into
all nations and regain
the rightful influence
and power that God
gave to us. 

The Church is dys-
functional in so many
areas. We have lost our
bearings. Daily life

should be the back-
ground for miracles. The
people we touch every
day should be the ones
experiencing new life in
their children, their
spouses, and their jobs.
We live in a real world
and have a God who cre-
ated us to function in
this world. We must be
able to reveal His
Kingdom through our
daily lives and actions.
Our character and val-
ues need to proclaim His
life every day. I fully
expect to see a fresh out-
pouring of the presence
of the Almighty in the
marketplace as we
recommit ourselves to
His calling for our lives
and embrace His values
for living. THIS is what
we mean by OPPORTUNITY!

We are looking for
entrepreneurs, business
owners, trainers and
leaders to help us take
a message of opportu-
nity and life to coun-
tries and people who
are searching.

supporting businesses
R.W. Beckett Corporation

John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.O. Box 1289 • Elyria, OH 44036

(440) 353-6203
www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner

P.O. Box 850941 • Mobile, AL 36685
(251) 639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc. 
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner

915 Grand Rapids St • Middleville, MI 49333 
(269)795-3259 • cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc. 
Marketing Communications 
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100 
Louisville, KY 40207 

(502) 899-7613 • e-mail: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President

Erik Krueger, Chairman
535 Chapala St. • Santa Barbara, CA 93101

(877) 875-6114 • axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com

e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc. 
Dan & Joyce MacLeish & 

Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F  • Troy, MI 48083-1432 

(248) 524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director 

9908 County Rd. 64 • Daphne, AL 36526
(251) 621-0682

Residence Artists, Inc.
Keith Landies, President

220 Fifth Avenue • Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
(440) 286.8822 (Chardon)

(440) 286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com

www.residenceartists.com

Apex 3 Construction
2098 Schilliger Rd. S. Suite 5 

(251) 634-2915 
Contact Jonathan Simpson

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan

Simpson at: (251) 633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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Jonathan Simpson is Director of
the Construction Services Team
for Apex III, a construction firm
based in Mobile, AL. He also coor-
dinates Marketplace Exchange for
CSM and provides management
ass i s tance  for  the  H idden
Treasures Costa Rica ministry.
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For Ron Gray’s 
Ministry Itinerary 

and for more 
information, visit: 

ronaldgrayministries.org
or call: (251) 621-0983
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to remove evangelism, missions, and
the Ten Commandments. By attack-
ing the doctrine of hell, they have
pulled down a culture. By attacking
the Word of God, no other document
is safe.

We might ask ourselves, do we
really believe there is a place called 
hell? If so, how does that motivate
us? Or, does neglect have the same
affect as unbelief? Who is more
guilty, the one who takes the wrong
road, or the one who removes the
signs?

DISCERNMENT
How can we see clearly through

the revisionist fog? Here are some
ways:

Study the Word of God; it is the
“lamp for our feet”.  

Humble ourselves before God and
acknowledge our blindness. 

Love the truth and hide it not from
others.  Buy it and do not sell it for
any price.  

Study history from those who 
actually made it.  

Walk by truth and not mere
emotions.  

Be accountable to God and godly
friends.  

And do not be passive about evil; it
is malignant!

You are not alone in your desire
for truth. Many are coming to realize

that they and their children have
been robbed. We do not have to
agree on everything, but we can
agree to seek the God who is
true…together, in love. We can love
freedom and hate the lies that would
bring us into bondage. And, we can
seek to walk worthy of those who
died for truth so that we might
have it.

Charles Simpson is  Editor-
In-Chief of  One-to-One Magazine. He
ministers extensively throughout the
United States and among the nations.

chief beneficiaries of our own trans-
formed hearts?  Or … should we
refuse this grace, they may become
the chief victims of our toxicity.  

Everybody Hurts
So the next time you are tempt-

ed to air your feelings out around
your children about mean old
Uncle Goofus or grumpy old
Grandma Gristle—or the snoopy
neighbor, the unfair boss, or the
meddling pastor—consider the
impact that your example will have
on your own kids.  If you get hurt,
and we all do, take it to the Lord
first and then take it to the offend-
ing party … but don’t take it to your
home.  In so doing, it will be much
easier, and you will have infinitely
more credibility, when you need to
encourage your children to forgive
or to take a problem to the Lord.  

A final word of caution:  we all
love our kids, and are eager to pro-
tect them.  But be careful not to
enable them in nursing along a hurt
or slight.  Don’t automatically
assume that they are blameless, or
that the other party is 100% wrong.
Yes, we need to stand with our chil-
dren, but a big part of truly standing
with them is speaking the truth in
love and helping them learn to stand
on Christ themselves.  

This is all easier said than
done. I’ve had to deal with a few
“dead horsies” in my life, but the
quicker we can stop beating them
and start burying them, the more
peace we will have and share in our
homes.

CHARLES SIMPSON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7HORSIE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of One-to-One
and Senior Pastor of Covenant Church of Mobile. 
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CHARLES SIMPSON
MINISTRY ITINERARY
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November 7, 2010
MOBILE, AL

November 21, 2010
RALEIGH, NC

December 3-5, 2010
MISSION VIEJO, CA

December 5-9, 2010
SACRAMENTO, CA

December 10-12, 2010
TACOMA, WA

February 5-6, 2011
ALBANY, GA

May 4-6, 2011
GATLINBURG,TN

CSM Leadership Conference

For Charles’ complete 
itinerary and for more 

information, visit 
www.csmpublishing.org

or call 251.633-7900
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Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Mobile, AL

Permit No. 1325

Charles Simpson Ministries
P.O. Box 850067
Mobile, AL 36685-0067

Return Services Requested

CALL (888) 811-2CSM OR VISIT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG

Inspiration on the Move
listen to powerful insights on your iPod®, iPhone®, iPad® and more*

* Purchase a CD or download a message from CSM and place it on your mobile devices for 24/7 access to
inspiring wisdom and encouragement on the go. (Requires iTunes 10—available free from www.apple.com).

NEW RELEASES
Walk on Water
Charles Simpson
CD174..................$8
Are you in a storm? Are you tired of
straining at the oars and darkness is
all around? The Lord sees you when
you can’t see Him. He is on His way
to you.  In this encouraging mes-
sage, Charles shares about keeping
your eyes on Jesus in these uncer-
tain times.  

Power of Revelation
Charles Simpson
CD173..................$8
A message of hope and insight
about the power and possibilities
that come when we receive fresh
revelation. Listen with expectation
for God to reveal His mysteries and
treasures to those who love Him.

NEW RELEASES
The Possum in the Road
Stephen Simpson
SS008.................$8
Demonstrating love isn’t always easy
or convenient. (that’s where the
possum comes in). A humorous and
poignant message on extending the
extroardinary character of God in
every day life.

Sons of the Age to Come
Charles Simpson
D127P (2 CD SERIES).....$16
Significant changes are coming to
our world. In this stirring new mes-
sage, Charles shares how we must
reject our inheritance in a fading
culture and set our eyes on the
coming Kingdom.  It’s time to
earnestly pray for a new Great
Awakening. 

Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/CSMinPublishing Join us on Facebook at facebook.com/charlessimpsonministries

Pod®, iPhone®, iPad® and images are soley owned and copyrighted by Apple, Inc. All rights reserved.
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